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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR GROWTH




A Journey Deeper: Recommended Resources for Growth

First off —well done! The fact that you're here, seeking out resources to grow in your faith, speaks volumes
about your hunger for God and your desire to live out His calling. Growth isn’t automatic—it’s intentional. And
as you dig into these books, our prayer is that they serve as catalysts for deeper transformation in your life and
community. Ahead are over 120 resources that we have read, used, and now recommend to you as you journey
deeper with Jesus!

Before you dive in, here are three quick encouragements:

Q There are no perfect resources. We don’t endorse or agree with every thought in every book, and that’s not

the goal. Iron sharpens iron through friction, and these authors write from a place of hunger, honesty, and
humility to know God more. Join them, choosing to read with grace and with the willingness to wrestle through
new ideas. Then, let the Holy Spirit lead you in discernment and application.

Don’t go alone. Learning is richer when shared! Whether you’re reading as a family, with a friend, or as a
missional community, invite someone to journey with you. Conversations deepen understanding, and
discipleship flourishes in community.

Q Read for life change. These books aren’t just here because they’re interesting; they’re here because they’ve
been impactful in our ongoing journey of discipleship. Read with an open heart, ready not just to learn, but to be
transformed!

As you read, may God meet you in new and unexpected ways. May your faith deepen, your hunger grow, and
your life be shaped ever more into the image of Christ. Blessings on your journey!
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Life in the Overflow, by Chuck Ammons

Invites readers to experience the abundant life God intended, moving beyond limitations
and religious striving to live fully in His love, grace, and supernatural power.

Life in the Overflow Devotional, by Chuck Ammons, Chris Thomas, Cindy Ackerman

A 50-Day Identity Devotional on who you are as a child of God and who we are as the
Church. Special emphasis is given to learning to discern and make space for the voice of
God in daily life.

En(d)titlement: Trade a Culture of Shame for a Life Marked by Grace, by Chuck
Ammons

A bold call to step out of the orphan cultures of shame and entitlement and into a life full
of gratitude and wonder.

Thru the Book (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), by Chuck Ammons

A comprehensive study guide/commentary that takes readers through the Gospels,
offering insights and timely applications for personal growth.

Unadulterated: His Scandalous Grace, Your New Identity, by Erin Arruda

A candid memoir of the reckless pursuit of grace that led from infidelity to a transformed
identity...and that waits to do the same for you.

I am the Rich Man, by Philip Mull

An exploration of the biblical story of the rich young ruler, challenging readers to reflect
on their own lives and to choose to pursue true fulfillment beyond material wealth.



Resources from the Church of Tampa Bay:
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Living in Dependenceville, by Caleb Hyers

An exploration of living a life fully dependent on God, breaking free from self-reliance to
experience true freedom.

Common Unity: Rediscovering the Church’s Blueprint for Oneness, by Caleb Hyers

This book delves into the biblical foundation of unity within the church, offering practical
steps to achieve oneness among believers.

The UnCovery and The UnCovery Devotional: Understanding the Power of Community
to Heal Trauma, by George A. Wood and Brit Eaton

A profound look into how authentic community can be a catalyst for healing deep-seated
traumas, accompanied by a devotional for daily guidance.

"Not Many Days from Now: Experiencing Scriptural Truth About the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit,", by David Speicher

A Baptist preacher’s personal experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, empowering
readers to embrace its crucial role in our lives.

Identity and Intimacy:
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Life in the Overflow, by Chuck Ammons

Invites readers to experience the abundant life God intended, moving beyond limitations
and religious striving to live fully in His love, grace, and supernatural power.

Life in the Overflow Devotional, by Chuck Ammons, Chris Thomas, and Cindy
Ackerman

A 50-Day Identity Devotional on who you are as a child of God and who we are as the
Church. Special emphasis is given to learning to discern and make space for the voice of
God in daily life.
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The Sacred Journey: God’s Relentless Pursuit of Our Affection, by Brian Simmons

An exploration of God's unwavering desire for a deep, intimate relationship with his
children. Written by the Lead Translator of The Passion Translation Bible.

The Supernatural Ways of Royalty: Discovering Your Rights and Privileges of Being a
Son or Daughter of God, by Kris Vallotton, Bill Johnson

A triumphant celebration of the believer's royal identity in Christ, encouraging a life lived
with purpose and authority.

With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God, by Skye Jethani

A call to recognize the common postures we adopt toward God—life under, life over, life
from, life for, and life with God —calling us to embracing a life with God, centered on
genuine communion and intimacy.

Called to Reign: Living and Loving from a Place of Rest, by Leif Hetland

A call to (re) discover our identity as beloved children of God, encouraging us to operate
from a foundation of rest and intimacy with the Father, fulfilling our divine purpose.

Discipleship / Lifestyle Missionaries:

TRANSFORMED

Transformed, by Caesar Kalinowski

A clarion call to our new identity in God's family of missionary servants, encouraging
believers to live this out authentically in everyday life.

The Gospel Primer, by Caesar Kalinowski

An 8-week group study designed to deepen participants' understanding of the gospel and
integrate its truths into daily life through individual reflections and communal activities.
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The Tangible Kingdom, Hugh Halter, Matt Smay (and The Tangible Kingdom Primer)

An innovative call to form grassroots faith communities by adopting the posture and
practices of the early church, emphasizing authentic engagement and mission within
contemporary culture.

Gospel Fluency: Speaking the Truths of Jesus into the Everyday Stuff of Life, by Jeff
Vanderstelt (and Gospel Fluency Handbook)

A book to equip readers on the importance of immersing oneself in the gospel to naturally
and effectively communicate its truths in daily life.

The Sacred Us: A Call to Radical Christian Community, by Justin Kendrick

7 biblical principles —proximity, vulnerability, discipleship, fun, mission, sacrifice, and
boundaries —to guide readers from isolation into deep, meaningful relationships within a
Christ-centered community.

The Path School of Discipleship, by Africa 4 Jesus

A comprehensive curriculum designed to deepen one's relationship with Jesus,
encompassing foundational biblical teachings, pastoral training, and mission strategies to
equip believers for effective ministry.

Letters to the Church, by Francis Chan

A compassionate critique of the modern American church, urging believers to return to
the biblical model of a vibrant, sacrificial, and community-driven faith.



Fivefold Ministry:
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The Five Fingers of God: Discovering Your Destiny Through the Fivefold Gifts, by Mark
Tubbs

A powerful and practical exploration of the fivefold ministry outlined in Ephesians
4:11(apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher), helping readers see their calling
and purpose together through this lens.

Stewarding Prophecy: Waging Warfare With God’s Word, by Clem Ferris

Practical guidance on engaging with and nurturing prophetic words, emphasizing the
importance of active participation to advance one's spiritual journey.

Equipping the Equippers: The Handbook for Raising up Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists,
Pastors and Teachers, by Jonathan Welton

Comprehensive insights into the fivefold ministry, offering biblical teachings and
practical guidance to help church leaders and believers cultivate these roles within their
communities.

Culture of Honor: Sustaining a Supernatural Environment, by Danny Silk

A call to transform church leadership and relationships by fostering a culture rooted in
honor, freedom, and healthy discipline, challenging traditional structures and advocating
for the recognition of the fivefold ministry to sustain a revival atmosphere.

Bible Study / Understanding the Bible:
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Thru the Book (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), by Chuck Ammons

A comprehensive study guide/commentary that takes readers through the Gospels,
offering insights and timely applications for personal growth.
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The Blue Parakeet: Rethinking How You Read the Bible, by Scot McKnight

A call encouraging readers to engage the Bible as a dynamic and living story rather than a
rigid rulebook, ultimately leading to a more faithful and holistic understanding of God's
Word.

The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in God’s Story, by Craig G. Bartholomew
and Michael W. Goheen

A powerful book that helps readers see the Bible as one unified, unfolding narrative of
God's redemptive work that invites us to discover our role in His ongoing story and how
it shapes our mission in the world.

Read the Bible for Life: Your Guide to Understanding and Living God’s Word, by George
H. Guthrie

A practical framework for reading, interpreting, and applying Scripture effectively,
equipping believers to engage with the Bible in a way that deepens their faith and
transforms their daily lives.

Sit, Walk, Stand, by Watchman Nee

A concise yet profound study of Ephesians, illustrating the believer’s spiritual journey —
learning to rest in Christ’s finished work (sif), walking in obedience and faith (walk), and
standing firm against spiritual opposition (stand).

Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading, by Eugene H. Peterson

A call to to move beyond mere Bible study to a deep, transformative engagement with
Scripture, emphasizing the importance of internalizing God's Word so that it shapes both
thought and action.
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Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes: Removing Cultural Blinders to Better
Understand the Bible, by E. Randolph Richards, Brandon J. O’Brien

A guide to help readers see how Western cultural assumptions can distort biblical
interpretation, encouraging readers to recognize and overcome these biases for a more
accurate and enriched understanding of Scripture.

Misreading Scripture with Individualist Eyes: Patronage, Honor, and Shame in the
Biblical World, by E. Randolph Richards, Richard James

An exploration of how Western individualism can obscure key biblical themes of
community, patronage, honor, and shame, to help readers better grasp the cultural context
of Scripture for a more faithful interpretation.

The Apostle: A Life of Paul, by John Charles Pollock

A vivid and historically grounded biography that brings the life, ministry, and missionary
journeys of the Apostle Paul to life, offering readers a deeper understanding of his impact
on Christianity.

Restoration and Healing:
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The Essential Guide to Healing, by Bill Johnson, Randy Clark

A biblical foundation and practical insights on healing ministry, equipping believers to
partner with God in bringing physical, emotional, and spiritual restoration to others.

Winning the War in Your Mind, by Craig Groeschel

Break free from negative thought patterns by recognizing and replacing destructive
thoughts with God's truth, to cultivate a mindset of faith, peace, and victory.
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Christian Living:

The UnCovery and The UnCovery Devotional: Understanding the Power of Community
to Heal Trauma, by George A. Wood and Brit Eaton

A profound look into how authentic community can be a catalyst for healing deep-seated
traumas, accompanied by a devotional for daily guidance.

The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict, by Ken Sande

A Christ-centered approach to conflict resolution, equipping readers with practical tools
to pursue reconciliation, restore relationships, and respond to disputes with grace and
biblical wisdom.

Unconditional: The Call of Jesus to Radical Forgiveness, by Brian Zahnd

Challenges readers to embrace the radical, countercultural forgiveness taught by Jesus,
demonstrating how true grace and reconciliation can transform lives and heal even the
deepest wounds.

Unoffendable: How Just One Change Can Make All of Life Better, by Brant Hansen

Challenges the common belief that we have a right to be offended, encouraging readers to
embrace humility, let go of anger, and live with the freedom and peace that comes from
radical grace.

Suffering: Gospel Hope When Life Doesn’t Make Sense, by Paul David Tripp

Offers a compassionate and biblical perspective on enduring hardship, reminding readers
that even in the midst of pain, God’s presence, grace, and redemptive purpose provide
true hope and strength.

The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry, by John Mark Comer

Explores how the relentless pace of modern life hinders spiritual and emotional well-
being, offering practical guidance on slowing down, embracing rest, and living more like
Jesus in a hurried world.
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Love Does: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World, by Bob Goff

A collection of engaging and humorous stories that illustrate how embracing whimsy,
taking action, and loving others boldly can lead to a life of extraordinary faith and
adventure.

Everybody, Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People, by
Bob Goff

Encourages readers to love without limits, embracing kindness, grace, and compassion—
even in the face of difficult people and challenging circumstances — just as Jesus did.

Undistracted: Capture Your Purpose. Rediscover Your Joy, by Bob Goff

Inspires readers to eliminate distractions, focus on their God-given purpose, and live with
greater intention, joy, and love in a world full of noise and busyness.

Dream Big: Know What You Want, Why You Want It, and What You’re Going to Do About
It, by Bob Goff

Encourages readers to identify their dreams, overcome fear and doubt, and take bold
steps toward a life of purpose, joy, and impact.

Garden City: Work, Rest, and the Art of Being Human, by John Mark Comer

Explores the biblical vision for work, rest, and purpose, challenging readers to see their
everyday lives as meaningful expressions of God’s design for human flourishing.

Faith Unraveled: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask Questions, by
Rachel Held Evans

A thought-provoking memoir that traces her journey from certainty to doubt and
ultimately to a deeper, more authentic faith that embraces mystery and questions.
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Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream, by David Platt

Challenges Christians to reject complacent, consumer-driven faith and embrace a costly,
gospel-centered life of discipleship, sacrifice, and mission for the sake of God's kingdom.

Don’t Waste Your Life, by John Piper

Urges readers to live with eternal purpose, rejecting worldly success in favor of a Christ-
centered life that finds ultimate meaning in glorifying God and making a lasting impact
for His kingdom.

The Last Arrow: Save Nothing for the Next Life, by Erwin McManus

Challenges readers to live with courage, purpose, and urgency, fully embracing their
God-given potential so that at the end of their lives, they leave nothing undone.

Present Over Perfect: Leaving Behind Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful Way of Living,
by Shauna Niequist

Invites readers to step away from busyness and perfectionism, embracing a more
intentional, peaceful, and spiritually rich life rooted in presence and authenticity.

Reckless Grace: The Gift. The Mystery. The Embrace, by Bill Vanderbush, Brit Eaton

Challenges readers to rethink traditional views of grace, revealing how God’s
extravagant, unconditional love invites us to live freely, forgive radically, and extend
grace without limits.

Friend of Sinners: Why Jesus Cares More About Relationship than Perfection, by Rich
Wilkerson, Jr.

Explores how Jesus prioritized relationships over religious rules, inviting readers to
embrace His radical love, extend grace to others, and live out an authentic, transformative
faith.
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Winning the War in Your Mind, by Craig Groeschel

Break free from negative thought patterns by recognizing and replacing destructive
thoughts with God's truth, to cultivate a mindset of faith, peace, and victory.

The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness, by Timothy J. Keller

Explores how true humility and joy come not from self-esteem or self-loathing, but from
embracing a gospel-centered identity that is freed from the need for approval or self-
Justification.

Awe: Why it Matters for Everything We Think, Say, and Do, by Paul David Tripp

Examines how our sense of awe—what captures our hearts and minds—shapes every
aspect of our lives, urging readers to rediscover a deep, transformative awe of God.

Greater: Dream Bigger. Start Smaller. Ignite God’s Vision for Your Life, by Steven
Furtick

Inspires readers to move beyond complacency, embrace God's calling, and take small,
faithful steps toward a life of greater purpose and impact.

Crazy Faith: It’s Only Crazy Until it Happens, by Michael Todd

Encourages readers to embrace audacious, unwavering trust in God, demonstrating how
radical faith can lead to miraculous breakthroughs and a life of divine purpose.



Parenting:

Shepherding a Child’s Heart, by Tedd Tripp (and Handbook)

Equips parents with biblical wisdom for parenting for parenting that goes beyond
behavior modification, focusing on guiding a child's heart toward a genuine love for God
and lasting character transformation.

‘ Love Centered Parenting: The No-Fail Guide to Launching Your Kids, by Crystal Paine
/=\{9'§
\ r'Ef / Offers a grace-filled approach to parenting, encouraging parents to let go of fear and
\\\\Z‘ perfectionism, embrace their own growth, and lead their children with love, empathy, and
faith.

.............................

.................

The Five Love Languages: The Secret to Love that Lasts, by Gary Chapman

Reveals how understanding and speaking your partner’s primary love language — Words
of Affirmation, Acts of Service, Receiving Gifts, Quality Time, and Physical Touch—can
strengthen relationships, deepen emotional connections, and create lasting love.

5 LANGUAGES

The Secret to Lo Sts

Love and Respect: The Love She Most Desires; The Respect He Desperately Needs, by
Dr. Emmerson Eggerichs

Explores the biblical principle that women crave love and men crave respect, offering
practical insights to break the cycle of conflict and build a healthier, more fulfilling
marriage.

DRr.EMERSON
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GARY THOMES The Sacred Marriage: What if God Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy More Than to
g Make Us Happy? , by Gary Thomas

Challenges couples to view marriage as a spiritual journey that shapes their character,
deepens their relationship with God, and fosters true love through selflessness and
commitment.
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The Love Dare, by Alex Kendrick

A 40-day challenge designed to strengthen and restore marriages by encouraging spouses
to practice unconditional love, selflessness, and faith-based principles in their daily
relationship.

Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret of a Man’s Soul, by John Eldredge (and Field
Manual)

Challenges men to reclaim their God-given masculinity, embracing adventure, risk, and
purpose while healing from past wounds to live with strength and passion for Christ.

Disciplines of a Godly Man, by R. Kent Hughes

Provides a practical and biblical guide for men to develop spiritual maturity through
intentional disciplines in areas such as faith, family, integrity, leadership, and
perseverance.

Why Not Women: A Biblical Study of Women in Missions, Ministry, and Leadership, by
Loren Cunnigham, David Joel Hamilton, Janice Rogers

Examines biblical and historical perspectives on women in leadership, challenging
traditional restrictions and advocating for their full participation in ministry and the Great
Commission.

Jesus Feminist: An Invitation to Revisit the Bible’s View of Women, by Sarah Bessey

Invites readers to explore a Christ-centered vision of gender equality, challenging cultural
and theological barriers while celebrating the role of women in the church, ministry, and
the kingdom of God.
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The Six Types of Working Genius, by Patrick Lencioni

Presents a groundbreaking framework that identifies six essential work styles— Wonder,
Invention, Discernment, Galvanizing, Enablement, and Tenacity—helping individuals
and teams leverage their innately designed talents and passions for greater productivity,
fulfillment, and teamwork.

At Your Best: How to Get Time, Energy, and Priorities Working in Your Favor, by Carey
Nieuwhof

Provides practical strategies for managing time, avoiding burnout, and optimizing energy
levels so you can focus on what truly matters and thrive in both work and life.

Didn’t See it Coming: Overcoming the Seven Greatest Challenges that No One Expects
and Everyone Experiences, by Carey Nieuwhof

Explores the subtle but dangerous challenges of cynicism, compromise, disconnection,
burnout, pride, emptiness, and irrelevance, offering practical wisdom to recognize and
overcome them before they derail your life and leadership.

Pull, Don’t Push: A Practical Roadmap to Christlike Leadership, by Caleb Hyers

Challenges traditional leadership models, emphasizing a Christ-centered approach that
draws people in through love, humility, and servanthood rather than coercion or control.

Atomic Habits: An Easy and Proven Way to Build Good Habits and Break Bad Ones, by
James Clear

Provides a science-backed approach to habit formation, showing how small, consistent
changes—based on identity, environment, and incremental improvement—can lead to
remarkable personal and professional growth. (NOTE: while this book contains much
powerful truth, it is not written from a distinctly Christian perspective and would work best with a
corresponding Bible Study to compare/contrast the thoughts presented).
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Rescue Monday, Reinvent Your Work,
and Never Get Stuck

The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership: Follow Them and People Will Follow You, by
John Maxwell

Presents essential leadership principles—such as the Law of Influence and the Law of
Respect—providing practical strategies to develop strong, impactful, and lasting
leadership in any sphere of life.

Margin: Restoring Emotional, Physical, Financial, and Time Reserves to Overloaded
Lives, by Richard Swenson, M.D.

Addresses the modern epidemic of busyness and burnout, offering practical wisdom on
creating space in our lives for rest, relationships, and spiritual renewal.

Finish: Give Yourself the Gift of Done, by Jon Acuff

Challenges the perfectionist mindset that leads to procrastination and failure, offering
practical strategies to overcome self-sabotage and successfully complete goals with
consistency and grace.

Do Over: Rescue Monday, Reinvent Your Work, and Never Get Stuck, by Jon Acuff

Empowers readers to take control of their careers by leveraging key investments in
relationships, skills, character, and work ethic to navigate transitions and build a more
fulfilling professional life.

The Mentor Leader: Secrets to Building People and Teams that Win Consistently, by
Tony Dungy, Nathan Whitaker

Emphasizes a servant-leadership approach, teaching that true success comes from
investing in and empowering others rather than focusing solely on personal achievement.



Creative Arts:
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The Artisan Soul: Crafting Your Life into a Work of Art, by Erwin Ralph McManus

Adorning the Dark: Thoughts on Community, Calling, and the Mystery of Making, by
Andrew Peterson

A heartfelt reflection on the creative process, exploring how faith, community, and
vulnerability shape the artist’s calling to bring beauty and truth into the world.

Beauty Will Save the World, by Brian Zahnd

S . A
7. Ve o ) AV A
SC A m Explores how the beauty of Christ—expressed through love, grace, and the arts —has the

'\ll'VI-I|LE S AVE power to transform lives, renew faith, and restore a broken world.

WURSHIFEH ‘ Lead Worshiper: The Four Essentials to Leading Worship By Example, by Caleb Hyers

Challenges worship leaders to prioritize personal devotion, authenticity, community, and
servant-hearted leadership, creating an atmosphere where others can encounter God
through worship.




The Nonviolence of God / Jesus as the Center of Scripture:
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Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God: The Scandalous Truth of the Very Good News, by
Brian Zahnd

Challenges fear-based depictions of God’s wrath, presenting a vision of God’s radical
love, grace, and restorative justice as revealed through Jesus Christ.

A Farewell to Mars: An Evangelical Pastor’s Journey Toward the Biblical Gospel of
Peace, by Brian Zahnd

Recounts his transformation from endorsing nationalism and violence to embracing
Jesus’ radical message of peace, urging Christians to follow the way of love and
nonviolence.

A More Christlike God: A More Beautiful Gospel, by Bradley Jersak

Re-examines traditional views of God’s nature, presenting Jesus as the perfect revelation
of God—radically loving, self-giving, and non-coercive —offering a vision of faith
centered on grace, mercy, and restorative justice.

Cross Vision: How the Crucifixion of Jesus Makes Sense of Old Testament Violence, by
Gregory A. Boyd

Explores how the self-giving love of Jesus on the cross provides the key to understanding
troubling depictions of violence in the Old Testament, reframing them through the lens of
Christ’s sacrificial love and redemptive mission.

Centering Jesus: How the Lamb of God Transforms our Communities, Ethics, and
Spiritual Lives, by Derek Vreeland

Calls believers to refocus their faith on Jesus as the central figure of Christian life,
showing how His love, humility, and kingdom ethics can transform personal spirituality,
church communities, and social engagement.
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Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation, by LaTasha Morrison

Calls Christians to actively engage in racial healing by fostering honest conversations,
acknowledging historical injustices, and embracing biblical principles of justice, unity,
and reconciliation.

The Color of Compromise, by Jemar Tisby

Explores the historical ties between Christianity and racism in America, challenging
believers to acknowledge past injustices and take intentional, faith-driven action toward
racial reconciliation and justice.

Let Justice Roll Down, by John M. Perkins

Tells the inspiring story of Perkins’ life, detailing his struggles with racism, poverty, and
violence, and how his faith led him to become a champion for justice, reconciliation, and
transformative community development.

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson

A powerful memoir that exposes systemic injustice in the U.S. criminal justice system,
highlighting his work as a lawyer advocating for the wrongly convicted, the poor, and the
marginalized, while demonstrating the transformative power of mercy and hope.



Apologetics / Defending the Faith:
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The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism, by Timothy J. Keller

Offers a thoughtful and rational defense of Christianity, addressing common doubts and
objections while presenting a compelling case for faith in a skeptical world.

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist, by Norman L. Geisler

Systematically builds a case for Christianity, demonstrating through logic, science, and
history that belief in God and the Bible is more rational than atheism.

Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions, by Gregory Koukl

Equips believers with practical strategies for engaging in thoughtful, respectful, and
effective conversations about faith, helping them defend Christian beliefs with confidence
and clarity.

Darwin on Trial, by Philip E. Johnson

Critiques Darwinian evolution by exposing its reliance on an a priori commitment to
naturalism, arguing that it functions more as a philosophical worldview than a purely
scientific theory and calling for a more honest exploration concerning the origins of life.



Fasting:

Fasting: Opening the Door to a Deeper, More Intimate, More Powerful Relationship with
God, by Jentezen Franklin

Explores the spiritual power of fasting, showing how it deepens intimacy with God,
brings breakthroughs, and aligns believers with His purpose and blessings.

”;F@'Rrwonn"nv BiLk BRIGHT

Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough, by Elmer L. Towns

Explores the powerful spiritual discipline of fasting, offering biblical insights and
practical steps to help believers experience personal revival, clarity, and breakthrough in
their walk with God.

Classics:
Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis
6}7/( Offers a compelling and logical exploration of the Christian faith, addressing moral
ere issues, the nature of God, and the essence of Christianity, while encouraging readers to

eﬁ/ub{?'a/m[”y embrace the foundational truths of the gospel.
\'» ¢

A Grief Observed, by C.S. Lewis

o A raw and introspective account of his personal journey through grief after the death of

04 (’93 Me’f his wife, exploring the painful realities of loss, faith, and the presence of God in moments
e of suffering.
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The Pursuit
of God

The Problem of Pain, by C.S. Lewis

Tackles the difficult question of why a loving and all-powerful God allows suffering,
offering a philosophical and theological exploration of pain, its purpose, and its place in
the Christian worldview.

The Great Divorce, by C.S. Lewis

An allegorical tale in which a group of people from hell take a bus ride to heaven,
exploring themes of salvation, the nature of good and evil, and the personal choices that
shape one’s eternal destiny.

The Screwtape Letters, by C.S. Lewis

A satirical and thought-provoking series of fictional letters from a senior demon,
Screwtape, to his nephew, Wormwood, offering insight into the subtle strategies of
temptation and spiritual warfare in a Christian’s life.

The Abolition of Man, by C.S. Lewis

Examines the impact of moral relativism on education and culture, arguing that without
objective moral values, humanity risks losing its essential humanity and the ability to
make truly free and virtuous choices.

The Pursuit of God, by A.W. Tozer

A passionate call for believers to seek a deeper, more intimate relationship with God,
emphasizing the need for spiritual hunger, total surrender, and a personal encounter with
the divine.



Hinds’ Feet in High Places, by Hannah Hurnard

An allegorical novel that follows the journey of a young woman named Much-Afraid,
who embarks on a spiritual pilgrimage toward the high places of love and freedom,
overcoming obstacles with the help of her faithful companions, Sorrow and Suffering.

Sit, Walk, Stand, by Watchman Nee

A concise yet profound study of Ephesians, illustrating the believer’s spiritual journey —
learning to rest in Christ’s finished work (sif), walking in obedience and faith (walk), and
standing firm against spiritual opposition (stand).

Biographies / Christian Stories:

SMUGGLER
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BROTHER ANDREW

wiTH JOHN & ELIZABETH SHERRILL
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STEVE SAINT

God’s Smuggler, by Brother Andrew

Tells the inspiring true story of his daring missions to smuggle Bibles into communist
countries, overcoming great personal danger and persecution to bring God's Word to
those living in oppression.

End of the Spear, by Steve Saint

Recounts the incredible story of his father’s missionary work among the Waodani people
of Ecuador, and how, after his father’s martyrdom, Steve himself forged a path of
reconciliation and forgiveness with the very tribe that killed him.
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Wednesdays Were Pretty Normal: A Boy, Cancer, and God, by Michael Kelley

Shares the poignant and faith-filled journey of his family’s battle with his young son’s
cancer, highlighting how their trust in God deepened through the trials of illness,
uncertainty, and healing.

Tell My Sons: A Father’s Last Letters, by Mark M. Webber

A deeply moving collection of letters written by the author to his sons, sharing his
wisdom, faith, and love as he faces terminal illness, leaving a legacy of guidance and
hope for their future.

Choosing to SEE: A Journey of Struggle and Hope, by Mary Beth Chapman

A raw and heartfelt memoir that recounts her personal journey of grief, healing, and faith
after the tragic death of her daughter, while reflecting on the power of choosing hope
amidst profound loss.

Hudson Taylor: Founder, China Inland Mission, by Vance Christie

Tells the inspiring story of Hudson Taylor, whose faith and dedication to mission work
led him to found the China Inland Mission and spread Christianity to the interior of
China.

The Vow, by Kim Carpenter

A powerful memoir that recounts the true story of the Carpenters' journey through a life-
altering accident, their commitment to love and restore their marriage, and the
unwavering faith that helped them overcome overwhelming challenges.



ERIC
LIDDELL Eric Liddell, by Ellen Caughey

Biography of the Olympic gold medalist and missionary, highlighting his extraordinary
athletic achievements and his unwavering faith as he chose to honor God by refusing to
compete on Sundays, ultimately dedicating his life to serving in China.

A Burning in My Bones: The Authorized Biography of Eugene H. Peterson, by Winn
Collier

BURNING Explores the life, spiritual journey, and profound impact of Eugene Peterson, the
IN MY renowned pastor and translator of The Message, offering insight into his passion for
BONES Scripture and the deep faith that shaped his ministry.

WANN COLLIER

The Hiding Place: The Triumphant Story of Corrie Ten Boom, by Corrie Ten Boom, John
Ibe '/ and Elizabeth Sherrill

HIDING : : :

PLACE Rec.ount.s the rem.arl.<able sto'ry of Corrie Ten Boom s courage and faith as she aqd her

family risked their lives to hide Jews from the Nazis during World War II, enduring

imprisonment and hardship while maintaining an unshakable trust in God.

Poets and Saints: Eternal Insight. Extravagant Love. Ordinary People, by Jamie George

a0 4
- e - Delves into the lives of influential Christian figures such as St. Francis of Assisi, John

# i - A g# Donne, and Dorothy Day, showing how their poetry and actions shaped a radical love for
@, God and humanity that continues to inspire today.

r
Me, Myself, & Bob Me, Myself, and Bob: A True Story About God, Dreams, and Talking Vegetables, by Phil

Vischer

Recounts the journey of the creator of VeggieTales, exploring his dreams, failures, and the
@« lessons he learned about God's purpose, humility, and the true meaning of success in both
/ faith and creativity.

Phil Vischer
Vg
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BRIAN & CANDICE SIMMONS

The Wilderness: Where Miracles are Born, by Brian Simmons

Shares the author’s own journey through personal trials and spiritual wilderness,
illustrating how these difficult experiences became the crucible for God's transformative
work, leading to deeper intimacy with Him and greater ministry impact.



